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Ecological tourism in the Republic of Kazakhstan:
problems and prospects of development

In this scientific article were considered one of the most promising sectors of the economy Republic of Ka-
zakhstan — tourism industry, including the importance and development opportunities of ecological tourism.
Accordingly, the history, types and directions of the development of the industry were given definitions and
explanations and analysis of the principles and peculiarities of development. Opportunities for the develop-
ment of ecological tourism are characterized by a radical description of the country's resource potential for
this sector. Today, our country pays great attention to the development of tourism as a source of income. The
President pointed out that the eco-tourism system, based on its structure and peculiarities, has a great poten-
tial for development in the country. But it is well-known that the development of traditional tourism is long-
term and expensive. And ecological tourism, in this case, does not require a large amount of money, it not on-
ly differs with its complicated infrastructure (hotels, restaurants, roads, communications, etc.), but also now
provides priority employment for rural populations. In the process of ecological tourism development, villag-
ers can be mixed with their services such as hotel, kyiz yu, national dishes, horses. To do this, it is necessary
to provide basic knowledge of hotel business and prepare road guides for trips to the native land, explaining
the benefits to the local population.

Keywords: ecological tourism, ecotourism community, economic incentive, economic benefits, infrastructure,
investment, basic education, travel, tourism market.

Ecological tourism (ecotourism) is a kind of cognitive trips of different levels. The main and essential
resource of ecological tourism is the natural environment or its individual elements: landscapes, natural
monuments, plants or animal life. Ecotourism was first used in the West in the 80s of the XX century with
the Mexican ecologist Eckor Sebarellos — Laskuren. There are several types of ecological tourism in the
professional environment:

1. Ecological tourism is one of the types of tourism which is aimed at the knowledge of the environment
and its non-destructive natural areas, for the purpose of refining the natural, cultural hospitality. (Internation-
al Council for Nature Protection).

2. Ecological tourism is a journey of responsibility towards natural areas, which contributes to nature
conservation and enhances the quality of life on the ground. (The Ecotourism Community — The Ecotour-
ism Society).

3. Ecological tourism is a special type of tourism that preserves ecosystem integrity, which provides
economic benefits to local people through the acquaintance of natural, cultural and ethnographic features of
those lands, as well as protection of nature and natural resources. (World Wildlife Fund) [1].

Based on the above definitions, there are special cases of ecological tourism, which constitute a set of
the following principles of ecological tourism:

1. A journey to familiarize with the surroundings, the wildlife, local tradition and culture.

2. Contributing to the preservation of the environmental sustainability by collecting environmental and
social data.
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3. Access to protection and renewal of natural environment.

4. Income of local residents, their income from the tourist business. This in turn creates an economic in-
centive for environmental protection.

5. To achieve stable development and economic efficiency of favorable land development in ecological
tourism development (Table 1).

Table 1
Principles and features of ecological tourism

Principles Special features
of ecological tourism of ecological tourism

1. To achieve effective ecologi- |Tourism development is clearly planned, controlled and managed.

cal and socio-cultural result, to |Accurate rules of tourists during traveling to natural areas.

preserve the environmental sus- |Ecologically clean vehicles for tourists.

tainability. Disposal of wastes outside the territory of the territory for ecotechnological treatment.
Not allowed for sale, purchase of memorable items from live natural objects.

Tourist hotel, camping, etc. not to adversely affect the sustainable environmental de-
velopment of local landscapes.

2. Formation of environmental |Acquaintance of ecotourists with information on preliminary trips and natural tours,
education and understanding acquaintance with the tour rules.

Excursions and excursions are mandatory, environmental and cognitive components.
Tours are carried out by highly specialized guides — ecologists.

Objects of formation of cognitive concepts — ecologically acceptable, natural and
cultural landscapes.

3. Contribution to the protection |Tourist farming is an additional, effective source of funding for protected areas.

of nature, local social and cul- |Participants also take a part in environmental activities (volunteers, ecologists, etc.)
tural environment Tourists are aware of the local traditions, culture and life style.

4. Participation of local people |Local residents have the opportunity to develop their traditional farms by engaging in
and income from tourism tourist business.

Ecotourism is economically profitable for locals.

5. Economic achievement Complex intervention in tourism development.

Real planning, control and management.

Ecotourism integration.

Collaboration of various industry organizations in this area.

Currently, eco-tourism is highly developed countries: Laos, Nepal; Australia, New Zealand and South
Africa. Tourism is now distinguished by the fact that ecological tourism, which is becoming a floating and
highly successful economic sector, can clearly regulate the demand types. The international tourist market
today is primarily tough competition, which is measured by a wealth of hundreds of billion dollars. This situ-
ation also determines the necessity of development of the tourism industry in our country that meets the re-
quirements of today. One of such industries is ecotourism. Accordingly, there are selected and effective areas
for environmental tourism. These regions in Kazakhstan are: Almaty, Zhambyl, South Kazakhstan, East Ka-
zakhstan, Akmola region. To this end, Almaty is implementing a tourism development program for 2004—
2010. It is very convenient for the development of ecological tourism in Almaty region. It has unique nature:
Lake Kulsai, Ili River, Charyn Canyon, Singer Sands, Altyn-Emel National Park, Ile Alatau Dynasty etc. we
can note many natural objects. Popularly known species of ecotourism are tourism in this region [2].

In the East Kazakhstan and the Altai Mountains, there is high demand for extreme tourism, including
gliding with bicycles. The southern and western regions of Kazakhstan are focused on the natural landscape
and cultural and historical monuments of Islam. In Atyrau, it is planned to make such tours in camels. In the
Korgalzhyn Nature Reserve, near the city of Astana, we can describe saline lakes and large birds of water-
fowl that are of interest to eco tourists. Currently, there are 750-800 tourist companies operating in Kazakh-
stan with at least 80 countries, from them only 10 to 15 percent are engaged in attracting tourists and provid-
ing domestic tourism services. On this basis, the government creates many conditions for the development of
domestic tourism. Many of the picturesque and colorful places of the country are unknown to the public, and
the most important problem in the tourism sector of the republic is the problem, which is difficult to achieve.
In order to find a solution, first of all, it is necessary to use innovative information technologies, including
the creation of web sites to increase the tourist potential of Kazakhstan in the Internet. In turn, the President
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of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Nursultan Abishevich Nazarbayev, in the Council of Foreign Investors pro-
posed to pay more attention to the development of tourism industries in our country. But it is well-known
that the development of traditional tourism is long-term and expensive. And ecological tourism, in this case,
does not require a large amount of money, it does not only distinguish its complex infrastructure (hotels, res-
taurants, roads, communications, etc.), but also now provides priority employment for rural populations. In
the process of ecological tourism development, villagers can be mixed with their services such as hotel,
yurta, national dishes, horses. To do this, it is necessary to provide basic knowledge of hotel business and
prepare road guides for trips to the native land, explaining the benefits to the local population.

National parks occupy leading positions in the development of ecological tourism. Compared to nature re-
serves, national parks can be considered as places of interest for tourists while maintaining nature conservation.
For example, vacation in national parks is rugged for Europe and Americans. Unfortunately, tourists and tour
operators in Kazakhstan do not understand the difference between ecotourism and camping. The main purpose
of classical ecotourism is to create ecological awareness of tourists, tourists should be acquainted with the natu-
ral and cultural heritage of the region and country. Ecotourists, oriented to different categories of travelers, are
characterized by such types of accommodation as chambers, tourist destinations and holiday homes. In recent
years there has been a «explosion» of ecological tourism around the world. Citizens of the developed countries
have chosen the choice of traveling in different countries, which has not been damaged by nature. That is why
the ecological tourism philosophy is so simple that it says: «Do not leave anything else in the snow and sand;
not to kill anything except the time; and taking nothing but the photoy [3].

Ecological tourism is one of the most popular sectors that contributes to the sustainable development of
the economy. According to the analysis of the tourism market of Kazakhstan (Kazakhstan Tourism Associa-
tion, IPK Analyzes 2011), the nature of the country has a high potential, including national parks, reserves
and cultural heritage. Surveys are conducted in Germany, Great Britain, France, South Korea and Japan
(around 10,000 questionnaires) show that foreign tourists have a high interest in environmental tours in Ka-
zakhstan. It is worth noting that the tourist zones in the country are comparable to pearls. Kazakhstan is in
the world-class with its tourism capabilities. Our country needs a considerable US investment to become a
major tourist destination by 2020. Today Kazakhstan, along with specialized, extreme tours, along with other
countries, offers tours to the Great Silk Road, but these travels can not be achieved. For this purpose, tourism
should be primarily focused on qualitative services within the state. At the same time, Kazakhstan has two
high potentials for the development of the tourism industry. They are:

1) Business tourism,;

2) Ecological tourism (31 %, 1 half of 2015).

These two types of tourism are also competitive in the international tourist market. It should become
one of the main sources of the development of Kazakhstan in the world's best in the ecological tourism mar-
ket. What can we offer today to the international tourist market? This is our natural resources and landscapes
that are not inferior to nature. Nevertheless, the environmental tourism sector cannot become a precondition
for state tourism policy. This type of tourism in the form of a social facility is not mentioned in any state
strategic document.

Taking into account the tourist resources and opportunities of the Republic of Kazakhstan, experts rec-
ommend the state to develop ecological tourism. Kazakhstan offers tourists to get acquainted with natural
and cultural landscapes, national hospitality. But in the field of tourism, there are still unresolved problems
and «white spots». Suggestions as a solution to these issues:

1. Formation of competitive infrastructure.

2. Development of convenient transportation at affordable prices.

3. Development the quality of roads and communications.

4. Formation of top rated hotels and campsites.

5. Information support in this area (maps, links, guidebooks, thematic sites and portals, local memora-
bilia and other components of tourism industry) should be perfected.

From the years of independence of Kazakhstan, tourism has been a major breakthrough of development
as an innovative phenomenon in economics. Therefore, we can see good results have been achieved by con-
sidering environmental tourism as the basis of tourism. At the state legislative level, much attention is being
paid to the ecological aspects of tourism through meaningful reforms in tourism, regulatory acts. Public or-
ganizations working in Kazakhstan and around the world have contributed to the development of ecological
tourism and its principles. Such structures have invested resources in the development of eco-tourism by at-
tracting donor organizations. One of the first such projects is the Ecotourism Information Resource Center
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(EARO). This organization was created for the development of ecological tourism and local communities.
The Center was established in 2005 by the Kazakhstan Tourist Association. Ecotourism Information Re-
source Center is targeting ecological tourism and attracts information and resource base for ecotourism. Over
the past five years, the center has been working with such world-renowned organizations as VSO, Pragma,
USAIP, ExxoMobil, Eurasia. EARO is a center aimed at creating sustainable income through the develop-
ment of international tourism and tourism in Kazakhstan and providing support to local organizations. Since
the EARO project is of humanitarian nature, its main source of revenue is the proceeds from memorable
items and thematic paper [4].

EARO is a necessary unit on the tourist market. Eco-friendly advertising is a leading role in the devel-
opment of ecological tourism in Kazakhstan. EARO statistical data for 2010-2012 (tourists, hotels and night-
breaks, eco-availability and their performance) (Table 2) [5].

Table 2
EARO statistical data for 2010-2012
Parameter Years

2010 2011 2012
The number of foreign tourists visited Kazakhstan 347413 459337 424355
The number of tourists visited EARO 754 1310 222
The number of foreign tourists visited the office 305 850 200
Number of tourists visited the website of EARO 12700 17500 15910
The number of ecosites 23 29 30
Nightlife number of hotels (stop gray) 43(30) 56(30) 58(30)
To EARO h/day 1072 1750 276
The number of tourists directed to ecosites 487 690 163

Note. Personal EAO statistics.

With regard to the dynamics of the development of ecotourism of the country, it should be noted that
currently there are about ten ecosetes in Kazakhstan. What are environmental sites? Ecoset («ecological
parking» in English) is the development of ecological tourism, with the exception of projects based on rural
associations (Table 3, Fig.) [2].

Table 3
EARO indicators for 2011-2015
The number of | The number of | Number of tour- Accordingly,
. . . . . . The number .
Year | foreign tourists | tourists visiting | ists visiting the of ecosites EARO's success the success
visited Kazakhstan EARO office of EARO of the ecosystem
2011 434 943 209 52 12418 150000 1500000
2012 520972 956 330 32783 320000 3200000
2013 541 930 1507 440 59830 350000 3500000
2014 354 098 1610 470 70600 400000 4000000
2015 347 670 754 305 12700 800000 8000000
Regions of Kazakhstan:

Cepusi «Buonorusi.

South-Kazakhstan region:
Zhabagly, Tulkubas,
Lenger, Kaskasu,
Koksayek, Tankeris.

Central Kazakhstan:
Korgalzhyn, Sandyktau,
Aiyrtau, Imantau,
Karkaraly, Shashubai.

East Kazakhstan: Ridder,
Katon - Karagai,
Mayemir, Urinhai,
Chernovoe, Korobikha.

Almaty region: Saty,
Talgar.

Figure. Ecosites of Kazakhstan
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And ecological tourism, in this case, does not require a large amount of money, it not only differs with
its complicated infrastructure (hotels, restaurants, roads, communications, etc.), but also now provides priori-
ty employment for rural populations. In the process of ecological tourism development, villagers can be
mixed with their services such as hotel, kyiz yu, national dishes, horses. To do this, it is necessary to provide
basic knowledge of hotel business and prepare road guides for trips to the native land, explaining the benefits
to the local population.
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Ka3zakcran Pecny0smkacbIHIaFbI IKOJIOTHSJIBIK TYPU3M:
MaceJiesiepi MeH 1aMy 0oJs1alarbl

Maxkanana Kazakcran Pecry0OnukachlHbIH SKOHOMHUKAIBIK JaMyLIbl CEKTOPIapbIHBIH Oipi — TypH3M cajachl,
OHBIH IIIiH/Ie SKOJOTUSUIBIK TYPU3MHIH MaHBI3BI MEH JJaMy MYMKIHAIKTepi KapacTelpelral. ColikeciHme, Oy
CaJaHBIH JaMy TapuXbl, TYpjiepi MeH OarbITTapblHa aHBIKTaManap MeH TycCiHAipmenep Oepimim, xamy
Karpaanapbl MEH epeKIIeNKTepiHe Tajjay >XacajlFaH. ODKOJOTHSIBIK TYpU3MII JaMBITY MYMKIHIIKTEpiH
eJIIMI3/IIH OCHI cajlaFa KaKeTTI pecypCTHIK oleyeTiHe TyOereiun cunarrama Oepinren. Byrinnge emimi3 tabbic
K31 peTiHae Typu3Mi AaMbITyra 1a Oaca Hazap ayaaphbli OThIp. EnOGachIMbI3bIH YKOHOMUKAIIBIK THIMII caa
JIeTl aTall KePCeTKeH 3KOTYpPHU3M Kyiieci, ©3iHiH KYpbUIBIMBI MEH epEeKILeIiri Heri3iHae eniMizae 30p aamy
MYMKiHZiriHe We. Anaifa TYpU3MHIH ASCTYPJ TYpJepiH AaMBITy Kell Mep3iMai opi KpIMOaTKa TyceTiHi
MOJiM. AJI 9KOJIOTHSUIBIK TypH3M OyIl jkardaiiia ©3iHiH KOl KapiKbl CalbIMbIH KaXeT eTreyiMeH, Kypuremi
nH}ppaKypsUIBIMBIMEH (KOHAKyHiep, MelpamMxaHaiap, xoJaap, Oainaneic T.0.) epeKIIeneHin KaHa KoiiMaid,
Ka3ipri yakpITTa OacklM CypaHbICKa He OoJa OTBIPBIN, aybUIABI €JIAI MEKECHAEpAl KOCHIMINA >KYMBIC
OPBIHJAPBIMEH KaMTaMachI3 eTelli. DKOJIOTHSIIBIK TYPU3MHIH JaMy YpAICiHE aybUl XaJIKbl apalacThIPBUIBII,
O3/ICpiHiH KOHAaK YH, KHi3 Yi#, WITTBIK TaramIap/bl IalbIHAAY, JKbUIKBUIAPIBI JKajfa Oepy CHSIKTBI
KbI3METTepiH ychiHAa amampl. O VINIH JKepriulikTi XaJbIKKa MaigachlH TYCIHAIPE OTHIPHIN, KOHAKYH
6u3HeciHiH 6a3aibIK OimiMaepiH Oepill, TyFaH eJIKere casxaTTap/a )OI KepCceTyIiiepiH AailblHaay KaxeT.

Kinm ce30ep: SKOJOTWSIIBIK TypU3M, JKOTYPH3M KOFAMAACTBIFBI, KOHOMHKAJIBIK BIHTA, YKOHOMHUKAIIBIK
THIMALUTIK, HHPPAKYPHUIBIM, KapKbl CaJbIMbL, 0a3aibIK O0171iM, casixat, TYpU3M HapBIFbL.

K.J. Kemwxuna, A.O. Kynmaran6erosa, XX. Xyctbu

Ikojsornyeckuii Typusm B Pecnyosmke Kazaxcran:
NnpoodJieMbl M ePCNeKTUBbI PAa3BUTHUS

B crarbe paccmarpuBaeTcs OJMH U3 SKOHOMHYECKH pa3BHBAIONIMXCS CeKTOpoB Pecmybmuku Kazaxcran —
UHIYCTpUS TypU3Ma, B TOM UYHCJIE€ BO3MOKHOCTH Pa3BHTHs 3KOJOTHUECKOTO Typu3Ma. JlaroTcsi onmpeeneHus
OCHOBHBIM IMOHSTHUSIM, TaKKe IMOKa3aHbI 3Talbl NCTOPUUECKOTO PA3BUTHUS, PACKPHIBAIOTCS BUBI U HAINpaBlle-
HHS CEeKTOpa TypH3Ma, aHATM3UPYIOTCSI IPHHIMIBI 1 OCOOEHHOCTH €ro pa3BUTUs. Bo3aMoxkHOCTH 171 pa3Bu-
THSI KOJOTHUECKOTO TYpH3Ma XapaKTepU3yIOTCs PaJuKaIbHBIM OMMCAHUEM PECYPCHOTO TOTEHLIHATA CTPAHBI
ULt 3TOrO cekropa. OTMedeHo, YTO CeroJHs Halla CTpaHa yAeJsieT OOJIbIIoe BHUMAaHHUE TYPU3MY Kak SKOHO-
MHYECKH BBITOJHOMY McTOUHHKY noxona. IIpesupent Kasaxcrana H.A. HazapGaeB ormerwi, 4Tto cucrema
9KOTYpU3Ma, OCHOBAaHHAS HA €TI0 CTPYKTYpe U OCOOCHHOCTSIX, UMEET OOJIBIION MOTEHIHAN IJIsI pa3BUTHS B
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Hamielt ctpane. X0poIo U3BECTHO, YTO PA3BUTHE TPAAUIIMOHHOTO TypH3Ma SIBISIETCS AOJITOCPOYHBIM H JOPO-
TOCTOSIINM, & KOJIOTUYECKUIl TypH3M B 3TOM CIIydae He TpeOyeT OOJNBIINX JEHET, HE TOIBKO OTJIMYAETCs OT
TPaJIMLIMOHHOTO OTCYTCTBHEM CIIOXKHON MH(PACTPYKTYpPhI (TOCTHHHIIBI, PECTOPAHBI, IOPOTH, KOMMYHHKAIIUH
M T.1.), HO TaKXxe 00ecredrBacT IPHOPUTETHYIO 3aHATOCTh JUIS CENIbCKOro HaceneHus. B nporecce pa3sutus
9KOJIOTMYECKOI'0 TypU3Ma IIPUBIEKAIOTCSA MECTHBIC KUTEIIU, KOTOPBIE IPEJOCTABIIIOT CBOM 1I0MA, IOPTHI JJIS
TIPO>KMBAHMS, TOTOBAT HAIIMOHAJBHBIE OJIOJa, CAAIOT B apeHAy JIOMIaneH, A1 4ero HeoOXOouMO IpenocTa-
BUTH 0a30BBbIE 3HAHUS O TOCTHHHYHOM OM3HECe M MOATOTOBHTH IYTEBOJHUTENH IS IOE3JI0K 10 POJHOMY
Kpato, 00bsCHUB MIPEHMYIIECTBA [Tl MECTHOTO HAaCETICHMSI.

Knioueswie cnoga: 3KONOTMYIECKHN Typr3M, COOOLIECTBO SKOTYPU3MA, SIKOHOMUUIECKHHA CTUMYJ, SKOHOMHUUE-
CKas BBITOJa, MHPPACTPYKTYpa, KalUTaTIOBIOKEHNE, 6a30Boe 00pa3oBaHue, TyTEUIECTBUE, PIHOK TypHU3Ma.

References

1 Doklad o rabote Kazakhstanskoi turisticheskoi assotsiatsii za 2016 god [Report on the work done by the Kazakhstan Tourist
Association for 2016]. (2017) [in Russian].

2 Kontseptsiia razvitiia industrii turizma v Respublike Kazakhstan do 2020 hoda (proekt) [The concept of development of the
tourism industry of the Republic of Kazakhstan until 2020 (project)]. (n.d.) kaztour-association.com Retrieved from http://kaztour-
association.com [in Russian].

3 Alieva, Zh.N. (2002). Ekolohicheskii turizm [ Ecological tourism]. Almaty: Kazakhskii Universitet [in Russian].
4 Khrabovchenko, V.V. (2007). Ekolohicheskii turizm [Ecological tourism]. Moscow: Finansy i Statistika [in Russian].

5 Statistika po IRTSE za 2010-2012 hh. [Statistics on the IDE for 2010-2012 years]. www.eco-tourism.kz. Retreived from
http://www.eco-tourism.kz/

6 Proekt Hosudarstvennoi prohrammy ob uskorennom industrialno-innovatsionnom razvitii Respubliki Kazakhstan na 2010—
2014 hh. [Draft state program of accelerated industrial-innovative development of the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2010-2014].
kidi.gov.kz Retreived from http://kidi.gov.kz/docs/otchety/1650686.pdf

7 Ofitsialnyi turisticheskii sait Karahandinskoi oblasti [Official tourist site of the Karaganda region]. kit.gov.kz Retreived from
http://www.kit.gov.kz

Cepus «Bronorusi. MegmuuHa. Meorpadusi». Ne 4(88)/2017 73





